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The Autumn Orchard (2011) 
A concert suite from a one-act opera 
duration: approximately 35 minutes 

Daniel Kellogg (b. 1976) – J. Michael Martinez  
soprano, mezzo soprano, tenor, bass/baritone 

flute, clarinet, violin, violoncello, piano, percussion 
Score in C 

 
 

Summer: 
To Blood will Blood Sing 

Sweet, Sweet the Bells of Morn 
Love Letter 

Miguel’s Response 
 

Autumn: 
To Blood Will Blood Sing 

Imagined Love Duet and Miguel’s Death 
Miguel Take Your Rest 

Josefina’s Aria 
 
 
 

Synopsis: 
The Spanish Civil War has ended and Franco’s soldiers are arresting many pro Republic intellectuals as enemies of the new 

fascist government.  Some of these intellectuals are executed and some rot in prison.  The opera opens with the death of one such 
poet.  Another poet, Miguel Hernandez, has escaped to Portugal with the help of poet Pablo Neruda and is making plans to travel to 
South America where he can safely live in exile.  Although Miguel’s wife, Josefina, would eventually make her way to South 
America, Miguel decides he must return to Spain to see her.   

Miguel sneaks back into his home and surprises Josefina.  She is furious that he has returned to Spain and demands that he 
leave first thing in the morning.  In the morning Miguel is arrested and taken to prison. 

Some time has passed and Miguel is in prison.  He is still filled with hope for the future of Spain although he has already 
grown ill.  He vows not to die in prison.  Josefina is alone at home and sings of her despair.  Her mother comes to visit and brings 
the news that Miguel is sick.  Josefina will not believe the news and tells her mother that she is pregnant with Miguel’s child.  She 
asks her mother to bring a letter to Miguel.  Miguel receives the letter and reads it to discover that Josefina is pregnant.  He is at 
first filled with rage and despair that he is torn from his family.  His song eventually moves to hope and visions of their future child. 
Now Josefina is near the end of her pregnancy and we learn that Miguel is near death.  In despair Josefina begins to write a letter to 
Miguel.  As if in a dream, they are able to come together and first express their pain and grief, and then express their love.  At the 
end of their duet, Miguel dies and Josefina is left alone. 

In the final scene, Josefina sings a lullaby to her new son.  Once she has put him to sleep she sings of her grief at the death 
of Miguel.  Her sorrow is raw and brutal. 
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love is one heart beat our
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