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Program Notes

Divinum Mysterium, or “Divine Mystery”, is the title of a 13" century chant tune that is still sung
in many churches throughout the world. It is the melody set to “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”, a 4"
century prayer by Prudentius, which speaks of the mystery of God'’s relationship to the Messiah, who
is the beginning and the end and is present in all things. Every year during the advent season my
church would sing this hymn. We would sing it in unison without accompaniment except for tonic bell
tones wrung between the phrases. It is one of the most beautiful and striking experiences in my
musical memory and serves.as the underlying fabric for this piece.

Divinum Mysterium.is in five movements with a prelude and postlude. It roughly follows the
creation narrative found‘in Genesis. The chant tune weaves in and out of each movement and serves
as the basis for all the musicalimaterial. The piece lasts approximately 30 minutes and was completed
this past summer.

Divinum Mysterium is a Catherine Shouse Commission and was commissioned by eighth
blackbird as part of the national series of works from Meet the Composer/Arts Endowment
Commissioning Music/USA. This commissionhing program is made possible by generous support from
the Catherine Filene Shouse Foundation with additional support from the National Endowment for the
Arts, the Helen F. Whitaker Fund and the Dayten Hudson Foundation.

“Indeed, the concluding work -- "Divinum Mysterium" by the prodigiously gifted young American composer Daniel
Kellogg -- must be counted among the mostimmediately arresting new pieces I've heard in years”
Washington Post

“This is a serious effort from a young composer with an ear for shimmering colors and pungent harmony, who
boldly alternates pulverizing outbursts with primordial ruminations.”
New York Times

“...his music gives off a palpable intellectual energy, and'itiis superbly crafted and controlled.”
The New Yorker

Contact:
Daniel Kellogg
danielkellogg@sbcglobal.net
www.danielkellogg.com

or

Young Concert Artists
Vicki Margulies
Monica Felkel
212-307-6655
ca@yca.or
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text by Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-413)

tune is 13th century plainsong, mode V
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The Spirit of God Moved Upon
the Face of the Waters
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* hold pedal until further direction
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