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! scarlet thread (2004) 
duration: approximately 9 minutes 

Daniel Kellogg (b. 1976) 
piano 

dedicated to Hsing-ay Hsu 
       

Program Notes 
“Your lips are like a scarlet thread, and your mouth is lovely...” Song of Songs 4:3 

 
scarlet thread is a celebration of romantic or erotic love.  It is the second piece I have given to my wife (a concert pianist) that takes its inspiration from 

the Song of Songs. It is both ecstatic and quietly mysterious at different times.  scarlet thread was written for my wife, Hsing-ay Hsu, who premiered the piece at 
the Guggenheim Museum in NYC in 2004 for the Works & Process series.  In 2005 it was selected as part of the American Composers Invitational to be included 
in the 2005 Van Cliburn International Piano Competition.  Two competitors performed the piece in the semi-final round. 
 
Performance Notes 

scarlet thread is a fantasy that begins and ends in soft simplicity, and reaches loud, dense, and ecstatic passages.  The basic texture of the piece owes 
much to Debussy and Ravel piano writing.  It is meant to be played with lots of pedal so that the constant arpeggios blur together to create kaleidoscopic waves 
of sound.  Yet the constant rhythmic energy should always be clear and driving.  The bar lines and phrase markings are merely a suggestion of how the music 
could be organized, but were not originally part of the composition.  The colors and harmonies were envisioned with lots of pedaling, but should be adjusted to 
the particular piano, concert hall, and pianist.  The marque pedaling is meant to be a rhythmic device to emphasize harmonic impulses. 
 
 

Please notify composer of any performances 
Daniel Kellogg 

3085 Stevens Circle North 
Erie, CO 80516 
720-240-4883 

DanielKellogg@sbcglobal.net 
www.danielkellogg.com 
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